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End Family Fire Talking Points

KEY TALKING POINTS 
 
· Access to unsecured firearms in the home can lead to a broad range of gun violence – including unintentional shootings, intentional shootings and firearm suicide – which can be prevented through secure firearm storage.
· In 75% of youth firearm suicides for which the gun storage method could be identified, the gun was stored loaded and unlocked.
· 76% of school shooters under the age of 18 accessed the gun from the home of family or friends.

· The national End Family Fire program from the Ad Council and Brady encourages gun owners to take the next step to store all of their firearms more securely – locked, unloaded, and separately from ammunition – to reduce the risk of family fire. 

· “Family fire,” a term introduced to the American public through this campaign in 2018, is a shooting that results from someone misusing an unsecured firearm from the home. Unintentional shootings, firearm suicide, and many intentional shootings are all forms of family fire.

· Recent years have shown a drastic increase in firearm ownership in the U.S., primarily first-time gun owners, which sadly tracks with record high gun deaths and injuries. And with such a dramatic rise in ownership comes an increased need for public education on secure firearm storage.
.
· According to recent data, approximately 7.5 million adults in America acquired their first firearm between 2019-2021, with 5.4 million adults bringing firearms into homes that were previously gun free.

· Hispanic individuals account for 19% of the 7.5M first-time gun owners between 2019-2021.

Additional talking points: 

· What many individuals don’t know is that simply storing a firearm securely is a proven method of preventing firearm-related deaths and injuries.

· The End Family Fire program is not a political or partisan effort – our goal is to encourage more people to secure all the guns in their home to prevent the misuse of firearms.

· Throughout research, development and production of the End Family Fire program, all work is rooted in empathy, transparency, neutrality, and respect, including gun owners and their perspectives every step of the way, and making them part of the solution to reduce gun injuries.
 
Key campaign soundbites: 
· In a moment of crisis, secure firearm storage can prevent fatal outcomes. 
· Safe storage saves lives. 
· Learn more about secure firearm storage at EndFamilyFire.org (English) or DaElSiguientePaso.org (Spanish). 
· If you or someone you know is struggling or in crisis, call or text 988 or chat at 988lifeline.org. The 988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline offers 24/7 free and confidential support for anyone experiencing a mental health emergency.
 
Supporting statistics: 
· We have seen in our national tracking survey that gun owners or those living in gun-owning households who are aware of the campaign are nearly four times more likely to report seeking information on safe firearm storage in the past 12 months compared to those not aware of the campaign (34% aware vs. 9% not aware in Q1 2024). (Source: Ad Council online survey of 1,815 U.S. adults who reside in gun-owning households, fielded by Ipsos April 1, 2025 – June 30, 2025) 
· Research shows that during 2020 and 2021, U.S. gun sales skyrocketed from an average of 13 million firearms sold each year between 2010-2019, to approximately 20 million in annual sales.
· As of April of 2021, 10% of all gun-owners were those who had acquired their first firearm since 2020. 
· 42% of U.S. adults live in a firearm-owning household. (Source: Pew Research, 2017) 
· 4.6 million children live in homes with unlocked and loaded guns. (Source: National Firearm Survey, 2021) 
· Access to a firearm triples the risk of death by suicide. (Source: Article published in 2014 in the Annals of Internal Medicine) 
· 76% of school shooters access their gun from the home of a family member or friend. (Source: U.S. Secret Service National Threat Assessment Center, 2019) 
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